
Year 7 Information Evening
Thursday 10 September 2026

Whilst you wait, could we ask that you fill 
out this quick transition survey. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZjKsakgbgw


Download The Slideset Via QR Below:
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Or The Slideset Is Available On Our Website
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Transitioning to 
Year 7
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Sandhurst School 
challenges, supports 

and inspires every 
individual to achieve 
their best; a sense of 

belonging is 
encouraged, 

responsibility is shared 
and everyone is valued.
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Meet The Year 7 Team

Mrs C Bird
Engagement Mentor

Mr Bronkhorst
Assistant Headteacher 

& SLT Link

Mr J Martin
Head of Year

GCR



Role of the 
Tutor

● We have a team of six tutor groups. 
● The tutor is the first member of staff your child 

will get to know well and they are your first 
point of contact.

● To contact your tutor – please email the tutor 
directly. 

● Tutors support students with their welfare and 
academic progress. They also support 
students in making the right choices in and 
around school.

JMA



Meet the Year 7 Team - Tutors

Miss N Morley
7C - Meet in Hall

Miss E Kimani
7D - Meet in A6

Mrs L Wheeler
7E - Meet in A8

Mr J Meawad
7F - Meet in A4 JMA

Mr C Gittens
7B - Meet in the Library

Miss V FernandezMiss M Roberts
7A - Meet in A9



A New Chapter In Your Child’s Education
Year 7 is a significant milestone in a child's education as they transition from primary to secondary school. It's a time of 
excitement, anticipation, and a bit of nervousness as they embark on a new academic journey.

Here are some key aspects of Year 7:

● Subject Specialisation: Students will start to specialise in different subjects, such as 
English, mathematics, science, history, geography, and more. This allows for a 
deeper dive into each subject, it will also offer an opportunity to fall in love with 
subjects and work on areas if there are weaknesses.

● Increased Academic Rigour: The pace of learning will generally be faster than in 
primary school.

● Independent Learning: Students will be expected to take more responsibility for 
their own learning, including completing homework and studying/revising 
independently.

● Social Development: Year 7 offers opportunities for students to make new friends, 
join clubs and develop their social skills.

● Building Confidence: As students adapt to the new environment and challenges, 
they will have the chance to build their confidence and self-esteem.

JMA



The School Day

JMA

Students are welcome onsite from 8am onwards.

Students are expected to be in their tutor lineup at 8:25am.



Example Timetable - Week A

JMA



Example Timetable - Week B

JMA



Lunch Time

JMA

KS3 students remain at school for 
break and lunchtime

Year 7 students have a dedicated 
break and lunchtime area in the 
canteen and outside. 

Students may bring their own food 
or purchase this from the 
canteen, see sample menu. 

Parents/Carers can upload 
money onto student accounts via 
Scopay. You will have received a 
letter about this. 

If you need any support, please 
contact the Finance office. 



Equipment List

JMA



Excellent Behaviour at Sandhurst School

JMA



Student Expectations For Positive Learning Routines

JMA



Where Do Students Go For Support?

Student

Report an incident or 
an issue

Concerns about 
mental health, stress, 
problems at home or 

at school

Concerns about 
lessons and learning

Engagement mentor

Form tutor

Head of Year

Any member of staff

Engagement mentor

Form tutor

Head of Year

Any member of safeguarding team

Class teacher

Subject leader

Form tutor

If appropriate, 
the EM, HoY or 

SLT will refer 
students for 
additional 

support 
through 
internal 

provisions or 
with external 

agencies

JMA
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If students want to report a concern anonymously they can also:

● Report this on a piece of paper through a letter box at the Safeguarding 
Hub, OR:

● Or use an anonymous reporting form via the student intranet. 



Support and Guidance

Our aim: To ensure all students feel welcomed, valued 
and cared for

Support and 
guidance systems

Building 
relationships

Encouraging 
involvement

Celebrating success

Form tutors, Engagement 
Mentor and Head of 

Year. We assure you as 
parents/carers that we as 
a school are committed 
to providing support and 

guidance to students 
throughout their Year 7 

journey

It is of utmost importance 
to build positive 

relationships and a 
working partnership 
between students, 

teachers, and parents

We encourage you as 
parents/carers to stay 
involved in your child's 

education by attending 
parent-teacher 

meetings, support 
homework, and attend 

school events

It is important to 
celebrating all 

achievements, no matter 
the size, this includes both 
academic and personal 

achievements

JMA



FAQ

What happens if my 
son/daughter is late 

for school?

What happens if my 
son/daughter does 

not wear the correct 
uniform?

I would like extra 
subject support for 
my son/daughter - 
how do I go about 

this?

They must report to reception where 
they will be given a note to pass along 
to their teacher. Parents/carers must 
inform the school for the reason as to 

why the student was late. If the reason is 
valid ie. the bus was late no detention 
will be issued. However, if no reason is 

given, a detention will be issued

A note must be written to the tutor giving 
a reason and time frame for correction. 
The student will then be given a uniform 

card and no detention. If there is no 
note, the student will be given a uniform 
card for the day and detention will be 

issued

Please email your child’s subject teacher 
and copy in the tutor. It is important that 

the tutor is kept informed so that they 
can follow up and touch base with the 

student

JMA



Monday 23rd Nov 7A

Thursday 3rd Dec 7B

Wednesday 20th Jan 7C

Thursday 21st Jan 7D

Friday 22nd Jan 7E

Monday 25th Jan 7F

Oakwood Team Building Visits
Team Building day with 
their tutor group and 
tutor

Free of charge

Parents to drop off at 
Oakwood Activity 
Centre

Limited minibus spaces 
available

Letter to be sent out in 
the coming weeks

JMA



Promoting School Values

SCH



House Ethos

SCH



Knowing we belong and are valued



Enrichment Through Involvement

SCH



Active Citizens Making The World A Better Place

SCHSCH



Developing Skills and Nurturing Talents

Developing a love of learning:

SCH





Year 7 Clubs
● Public speaking

● Trampolining

● Football

● Hockey

● Freestyle gymnastics

● Gaming club

● Performing arts

● History 

● Computing

● Chess

● Lego

● Homework club

● Rugby

● Netball

● Badminton

● Basketball

● Maths

● Textiles

● Technology

● Book club

● MFL

● Dungeons and 

Dragons

● Warhammer

SCH
A Year 7 Club Fair will be organised later this 
half-term.



Reports

Settling in report - October - Attitude to learning (ATL)
Autumn report - December - ATL & Current assessment graded 1-9
Spring report - March - ATL & Current assessment graded 1-9
Summer report 4 - July - ATL & End of year examination graded 1-9

Frequency

Format

Students at 
the heart

Student 
progress

Reporting

● Reports 4 times a year
● Termly formal assessment
● End of year core examinations

● Emailed home

● The first progress review is in January
● Reading ability check each term
● Sparx, Library, Tutor Time and lessons
● Step in support with reading as required JSO



Example Report

JSO



Curriculum Overview

JSO



Subject Overview

JSO



Homework

Every teacher has a Google 
Classroom for each of their 
classes

Homework will vary and grow 
in intensity as time goes on, 
students will be expected to 
allocate additional time to 
revision, especially before 
exams

All parents/carers will be 
invited to receive notification 
of the work set

Information on Google 
Classroom is being sent this 

week
JSO



Google Classroom

JSO



Google Classroom

JSO



Why Reading Matters in Year 7
● Strong reading skills = success 

across all subjects
● Builds vocabulary, writing, 

and analytical skills
● Supports focus and 

concentration
● Encourages independent 

learning

JSO



Reading at Sandhurst

JSO

Twice a week our 
tutor programme is 
dedicated to 
reading.    

During the course 
of Year 7 a range 
of books will be 
read during the 
tutor sessions.  



Sparx Reader 

JSO

What is SPARX Reader?

● An online reading programme used across the 
school

● Matches reading materials to each child’s level
● Provides questions and activities to build 

comprehension
● Tracks progress for teachers and students
● Termly reading assessments



How SPARX Reader Helps Your Child

● Personalised to their ability 
→ builds confidence

● Encourages regular 
reading habits

● Develops comprehension 
and critical thinking

● Gives teachers insight into 
progress

JSO



Homework Expectations for SPARX

● Once-a-week homework task set on 
SPARX Reader

● Accessible online from home 🖥📱
● Designed to take a manageable 

amount of time
● Helps build a routine of independent 

reading

JSO



Key Takeaway To Support Their Future

● SPARX Reader is a powerful tool to 
improve literacy

● Your support at home makes a big 
difference

● Together we can help every child 
develop a love of reading 

JSO



Help and Advice
• Class teacher - 

Questions about a 
specific homework task

• Tutor - Concerns over 
how your son/daughter 
is coping with 
homework in general

• Homework Club 3-4pm 
Monday to Thursday

JSO



Last Friday you received information on:
Google Classroom 
(homework)

Classcharts
(behaviour)

JBR

StudyBugs (attendance)



ClassCharts

JBR



ClassCharts
Via email you will be informed of positive 
behaviours, house-points and detentions

By logging in you can track behaviour, positive and 
negative, across all subjects and over time. It also 
shows your son/daughter's current attendance 
figure. 

There is a free app (for both parents and students) 
for your mobile so you can keep up to date, or you 
can use the website.

JBR



ClassCharts Rewards Store
Students should regularly check the ClassCharts app to access the Reward Store.

For every positive Housepoint they earn, they get a spendable point in the virtual shop. 

JBR



How do students log into their email?

JBR



Login Information for Students
● Please sign into your PC

User Name: 26 First Letter of First Name Last Name

 26MROBERTS

Password: sandhurst 

You will be prompted to change your password now, please write this password 
down if you have a phone type it down in your phone. 

● Please sign into your email

26MROBERTS@SANDHURSTSCHOOL.ORG.UK 

mailto:24MROBERTS@SANDHURSTSCHOOL.ORG.UK


Studybugs For Absence

JBR



Attendance Is a Key Priority For Us
● Attending school is really important

● This is where young people learn, make 
progress, make friends, and develop their 
skills that they need for life

● Attendance is also a focus of future 
employers and colleges 

● Unless your son/daughter is very ill, have a 
fever or are contagious: they need to be in 
school

JBR



“My Child Has Got 90% Attendance - This Is Good!”

90% attendance = ½ a day of school missed every week

This equates to 4 weeks in a year

This equates to half a year of education missed by the end of Year 11!

JBR



Every Day Counts!

Attendance during 
one school year

Equals this number
of days absent

Which approximates 
to this many weeks 

absent

Which means this 
number of lessons 

missed

90% 19 days 4 weeks 100 lessons

80% 38 days 8 weeks 200 lessons

70% 57 days 11.5 weeks 290 lessons

JBR



Every Minute Counts!

Lateness = lost learning (to school, to lesson)
(the figures below are calculated over a school year)

5 minutes late each day 3 days lost

10 minutes late each day 6.5 days lost

15 minutes late each day 10 days lost

20 minutes late each day 13 days lost

30 minutes late each day 19 days lost

Make sure students get to their tutor group for the first 
bell: 08:25 - this prevents them from being late (08:30)

JBR



The Link Between Attendance and Attainment

JBR



Attendance Matters

JBR



There are only 190 days of the year that young 
people are required to be at school.

That’s only 52% of the year! The rest of the time 
they are off school! 

The Education Welfare Service keeps an eye 
on students’ attendance and they will issue 
fines if young people go on term time holidays, 
or if they have too many unauthorised 
absences.

Education Welfare Service

JBR



Most likely your child has a smartphone 
and/or access to the internet. 

Your child is entering a new phase of 
online life. They're likely using a wider 
range of apps, social networks, and 
games to connect with friends and 
explore new interests.

The Online World of Young People

JBR



Social Media Ban - Under 16s

JBR

This will most likely be implemented 
by the UK government - Spring 2027



Get ahead of the curve…!

Our advice…

JBR



● Parental Controls: Take advantage of the parental controls available on your home broadband 
and all internet-enabled devices. These can help to filter out inappropriate content and 
manage screen time. We recommend this as a extremely important step to keep your child 
safe.

Apple Devices: Use features like Screen Time to set content restrictions, privacy settings, and 
communication limits. You can learn more about these features on the Apple Support website.

Android Devices: Use Google's Family Link to set up digital ground rules, manage apps, and see 
how much time your child spends on their device. You can find more information on the Google 
Family Link website.

● Agree on Rules: Work with your child to set clear boundaries on how and when they can use the 
internet. This includes where devices are used (e.g., not in the bedroom after a certain time), 
the websites they can visit, and the information they can share.

● Age Ratings: Respect the age ratings for games, apps, and social media. For example, 
Snapchat's and TikTok’s minimum age is 13 in the UK. If your child is younger than this, it is 
strongly advised to remove the app from their device.

Setting Boundaries and Using Technology

JBR

https://support.apple.com/en-gb/105121
https://families.google/familylink/
https://families.google/familylink/


The Online World of Young People

JBR

● Disappearing Messages: 
Apps like Snapchat, where messages and photos disappear after a short time, make it difficult to monitor 
your child's online interactions. This can create a space where unkind or inappropriate behavior can be 
difficult to track and address.

● Snap Map: 
This feature on Snapchat can reveal your child's precise location to anyone they are friends with on the 
app. It's a significant privacy risk, as it allows others to see where your child lives, goes to school, and 
spends their time. To prevent this, ensure your child's location is in "Ghost Mode" so it is not shared with 
anyone.

● Understanding Group Chats:
Be aware that group chats (eg. on WhatsApp) can be a source of conflict. A large group of students in 
one chat can lead to situations where mean comments and accusations are made, impacting your 
child's well-being and causing issues that can spill over into school life. We would recommend against this. 

● Impersonation: 
Catfishing or fake profiles can be used to trick your child into communicating with someone they don't 
know. People may pose as a friend, a peer, or even a different age group to build a false relationship. 

● Unregulated and Harmful Content: 
Unlike traditional media, TikTok's "For You" page is driven by an algorithm that can quickly expose your 
child to unregulated content. This can include dangerous trends, misinformation, and videos that glorify or 
promote self-harm, eating disorders, or negative body image.



● Talk Little and Often: Instead of a single, big 
"talk," have regular, short conversations about 
their online life. Ask them about the apps they 
enjoy and who they're talking to. This makes it a 
normal part of your relationship.

● Create a Safe Space: Let your child know they 
can talk to you about anything they see or 
experience online without fear of being judged 
or having their device taken away. Reassure 
them that you're there to help, not to punish.

● Identify Trusted Adults: Encourage them to 
identify other trusted adults they can talk to, 
such as a family member or a member of staff, if 
they feel uncomfortable talking to you about an 
issue.

The Importance of Communication

JBR



● Stay Calm: If your child comes to you with a problem, the first step is to stay calm. Listen to their 
concerns without getting angry or shocked.

● Gather Information: Ask open-ended questions to understand what has happened and how it 
made them feel. Avoid blaming them.

● Report and Block: Teach your child how to use the 'report and block' features on the apps they 
use. Most social media platforms have tools for reporting harmful content or bullying.

● Seek Help: If the situation is serious, you can get support from organisations that specialise in 
online safety.
○ Police: Where appropriate, refer the situation to the police if you believe a crime has been 

committed 
○ NSPCC: The NSPCC offers advice and guidance for parents on a range of online safety 

topics.
○ CEOP: The Child Exploitation and Online Protection centre (CEOP) is where you can report 

a serious concern about online abuse or exploitation.

What to Do If Things Go Wrong

JBR

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
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Make a Difference Day
Saturday 17th October, 9am - 12pm

Painting to make a better learning 
environment for our students

GCR



The Slideset Is Available On Our Website
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Transitioning to 
Year 7
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