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In the year group assemblies at the end of last term I spoke to students about their reading habits.  Whilst 

some of our students work very hard to overcome learning difficulties in order to improve and develop their 

reading, others just choose not to read.  This is understandable in a society that is becoming increasingly 

focused on easily accessible and digestible social media.  Also, many students who were avid readers at 

primary school sometimes start to lose their love of reading, as they no longer feel that they have the time to 

dedicate to it as they start to gain more independence going into their teenage years.  

 

As an English specialist I have spent the last fifteen years at parentsõ evenings telling students that the best 

way to improve their writing is to spend more time reading.  Whether it be enjoying a classic novel, a hobby 

magazine or a celebrity biography; seeing the printed word on the page helps to develop our vocabulary 

and our understanding of how texts work.  When I started to work with other departments to focus on literacy 

across the curriculum six years ago, I realised the impact that undeveloped reading skills had on nearly every 

subject across the school; even in a numerically based subject like maths poor reading skills meant that 

students could not access the problem based questions.  This meant that students who struggled to read 

struggled to access nearly every lesson in their school day.  

 

As an Assistant Head I have been given a different insight into the impact of low reading ages.  Students who 

are not confident readers will often struggle to behave in class and even to find the words to express 

themselves when angry or upset.  This is just my experience of it and it is what has made me feel so 

passionate about giving our children opportunities to read.  However, there is plenty of well -founded 

research which outlines the importance and benefits of reading.  A recent study by the National Literacy 

Strategy shows us that there is a huge gap that starts at primary school between those who read and those 

who donõt.  By age 7 children in the top 25% of readers know 7100 words but children in the lowest 25% know 

3000 - less than half the amount of words of their friends that read regularly. Research shows that reading  
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improves concentration and imagination; is a relaxation technique; improves analytical skills, improves 

behaviour, helps you control your emotions and to express your feelings; helps you understand other 

peopleõs behaviour; keeps your brain healthier for longer; and American academic research even 

suggests that it helps you to live longer. The National Literacy trust recently released their research on the 

impact reading has on financial security:  

 

òWeõve long known that reading plays an important role in childrenõs educational success, 

mental wellbeing and even life expectancy. But we now know that reading is also 

fundamental to childrenõs ability to manage money ð a skill that is increasingly important in 

preparing children for adulthood in a rapidly changing world. A third of young people in 

the UK are living in debt, and even more find it harder to manage their money than 

expected. Our research shows that the key to strengthening young peopleõs reading and 

financial skills lies in perseverance, and books are a fantastic way to help children develop 

this quality. The more children read and enjoy books, the brighter their financial futures will 

be.ó 

Jonathan Douglas, Director, National Literacy Trust  

 

Over the last few years at Sandhurst School we have put into place a series of interventions to support 

those students who need our help with their reading.  One of the most exciting things I have been involved 

with is the reading mentoring programme at Sandhurst.  At the start of each year students in Years 9 -11 

volunteer to be reading mentors to students in Year 7 and 8 who need support to help them to be more 

confident readers.  This programme has seen many students make 6 months or more progress over the 

fourteen plus sessions.  At the start of the year it is overwhelming to see the library filled with students 

reading to their peers and to witness the compassion and professionalism shown by the older students.   

Next week we are launching the Drop Everything And Read programme with Year 7, which is aimed at 

giving students as many opportunities to free read in as many different subjects as possible.  So please 

ensure your son or daughter has a book in their bag at all times, but if they should forget we will supply a 

variety of options.  

 

As I said earlier, I started my teaching career encouraging students to read more as a way of developing 

their writing skills and hopefully sometimes just for enjoyment! However, now I know it is about far more than 

that ð reading regularly is about more than just academic success; it is about mental wellbeing, financial 

security and being able to have the vocabulary to express your own feelings and understand the 

emotions of others.  

Mrs Simmons  



The Berkshire Youth and the Wayz Mobile Youth Hub  

Starting on Tuesday 7 th May students will regularly see a bus parked outside the Languages Block at 

lunchtime. òThe Berkshire Youth and the Wayz Mobile Youth Hub ó will visit Sandhurst regularly. All students are 

welcomed and encouraged to visit the bus to learn about the exciting range of opportunities which are 

available to young people in the area and also to find support and advice on a range of issues affecting 

teenagers today.  

Headteacherôs  Award 

The nominations for this weekôs Headteachersô award are:  

Friday 3rd May 2019 

Hollie Barnfield   Rachael Baxter   Eva Bentley  

Kyla Crew   Chloe Daborn   Aaron Fazal  

Anna -Marie Fischer   Arran Foley   Isobel Geary  

Lilly Gillett   Ruby Harding   Kayley Hill  

Lola Holland   Weronika Kowalczyk   Gabbie Lafferty  

Alicia Osborne   Manica Rai   Rupak Rai  

Saiyoni Rai  Ben Robertson   Grace Slamaker  

Kiera Thorne   Xiao Tian Tung   Prasamsha Wanem  

The Winner is: Hollie Barnfield 

 



Monday 6th May  BANK HOLIDAY 

Thursday 9th May  Senior Celebration of Success  

Monday 13th May  GCSE and A -Level Exams begin  

Wednesday 15th May  Year 8 Citizenship Day  

Friday 17th May  Year 10 Geography fieldtrip  

Thursday 23rd May  Year 10 and 12 Art Visit to Kew Gardens  

 

HALF TERM 

Monday 27th - Friday 31st May  

 

Monday 10th June  Year 12 Work Experience begins  

Tuesday 11th June  Year 9 Citizenship Day  

Thursday 13th June  Junior Celebration of Success  

Tuesday 18th June  Year 7 and 8 Science PPEs  

Thursday 20th June  New Intake Parentsõ Evening 

Monday 24th June  Year 10 and 12 PPEs 

Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th July  Year 6 Visit Days  

Tuesday 9th July  Year 10 Citizenship Day  

Thursday 11th July  Year 5 Visit Day  

Friday 12th July  Sports Day  

Wednesday 17th July  AP4 Reports  

 

END OF TERM 

Friday 19th July  

Dates for the Diary  
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I am delighted to announce that the fantastic DVD of our recent show ôWe Will Rock Youõ is now 

available for purchase!  

 

The show received fantastic reviews, with many saying it was ôthe best school production they have 

ever seen.õ The DVD is a very high quality product which has been meticulously produced by 

Production.gg   With both excellent multi camera visuals and outstanding audio quality, The DVD 

captures perfectly the impact of the show and we are very proud of the finished product. I urge 

you to not miss out on your copy of what was a very special experience for everyone involved.  

 

Those who have pre -ordered their copies will be able to collect these from Tuesday morning in the 

Drama Department.  

 

Your copy of the show can be purchased for £10 either through the finance office or directly from 

the Drama Department from Tuesday . 

Mr Lovejoy  


