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Headteacherõs Weekly Review 

 

On July 5 th 1948 the National Health Service began.  Six years earlier, the Beveridge Report had recommended 

the creation of a ôcomprehensive health and rehabilitation serviceõ, available to all and in 1944, the wartime 

government published a White Paper called a National Health Service.  Following a Labour win in the general 

election of 1945 and the appointment of Aneurin Bevan as Minister of Health the practicalities of creating a 

health care service for all were taking shape.  

 

The fundamental principle of the NHS was that the British public became entitled to a free, comprehensive 

healthcare funded by general taxation.  

 

After the initial launch of the NHS in 1948 other key events followed:  

 

1952:   Prescription charges launched in England.  At the time they were one shilling; the cost now is £8.50.  

  A flat rate of £1 for ordinary dental treatment was introduced.  

 

1960:   The first UK kidney transplant took place at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary involving identical 49 -year -old 

  twins. 

 

1961:   The contraceptive pill was made available, initially only to married women.  

 

1962:   Enoch Powell introduced his hospital plan to build a hospital in each area where more than  

  125,000 people lived.  

 

1968:   Britainõs first heart transplant at National Heart Hospital in London. 

 

1972:   CT Scans introduced.  

 

1978:   Worldõs first IVF baby, Louise Brown was born on 25th July. 

 

1980s:  MRI scanners, keyhole surgery, liver and lung transplants and breast screening programmes.  

 

 



 

1990s:   NHS Organ Donor Register launched, NHS Direct (now NHS 111) launched.  

 

2000s  Gene therapy treatments introduced, bowel cancer screening, HPV vaccination programme and  

  stroke FAST campaign launched.  

 

2013:  UKs first hand transplant operation.  

 

All of us at some time will have benefitted from the expertise and dedication of healthcare workers.  I have, my 

loved ones have and I have no doubt we will need them again.  

 

In Britain we adore the NHS and even offered it a tribute at the 2012 London Olympics and recently when 

President Trump criticised it we responded with fire and fury!  

 

The truth, according to The Institute for Fiscal Studies and the Health Foundation is that the NHS needs a 

significant cash boost.  Since its foundation the NHS has, over the last 8 years, experienced the most severe fiscal 

squeeze and state funding needs to at least double and eventually treble if we are to meet the demands 

ahead.  

 

Increased taxation is probably the only answer ð whether it is fuel tax, income tax or whatever.  I know that when 

my loved ones needed the most expert of care I would have given anything to ensure they got it.  

 

Whatever the answer is to saving our NHS I do know that the dedication of its workers who day in and day out 

give so much deserve our gratitude and respect.  They hold the much loved institution together.  

 

I have no doubt A&E will be busy this weekend with 

sunstroke and sunburn victims possibly beverage related 

injuries and who knows maybe over, excited football fans!  

 

I Hope you all have a lovely weekend, either watching, 

participating in or avoiding sport (that wonõt be easy!). 

My little family are certainly prepared for the football!   

This weekõs nomination for and winner of the 

Headteacherõs award is Maxine Fontaine Anderson. 

 

Debbie Smith  

06.07.2018 

 

 



 

 

2nd July 2018 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Re: Non-Uniform 

 

Thank you for your support regarding non-uniform over the past weekôs heatwave.  Looking at the forecast, I suspect that this is going to 
be a concern, off and on, until the end of term. 

 

Whilst the ability to wear non-uniform is welcomed by many, it is not without its problems.  Many students forget everyday items and 
essentials such as PE kit, pens and pencils, there are some students who are wearing really skimpy outfits.  Not only are these unsuitable 
for school, but the risk of sunburn on areas not often exposed is high. 

 

In order to support you so you know where you are with washing (and the girls who told me it was really stressful choosing outfits!) we 
have decided to allow students to wear a choice of: 

 

¶ Full school uniform (with shoes) 

¶ Summer school uniform (with shoes) 

¶ PE kit (with trainers) 

¶ A combination of PE shorts or dark sports shorts (not fashion shorts) and summer polo shirt, or plain white t-shirt (with trainers). 

 
This will remain in place until the end of term and hopefully this will enable all parents to keep up with their laundry and not have to wash 
PE kit every night!  You will be able to decide on a daily basis what is suitable for your child. 

 

Please try to send your child with a water bottle and sunscreen if they have it.  Sun hats/caps may be worn. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 
Mrs D Smith 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Mother & Baby Morning  

On Monday 2 nd  July we opened our doors to our annual 

ôMother & Baby Morningõ. 

The event, organised by Year 10 Child Development 

students, gave an opportunity for them to gain valuable 

hands on skills and knowledge. We were joined by local 

mumsõs and dadõs, grandmaõs and grandpaõs as well as 

some aunts and nannies, all along with their little ones.  

It was all hands on deck from the start with babies as 

young as one month being fed and changed; to 

toddlers getting creative with glitter and Play -doh. All 

the students did an amazing job of keeping them busy 

and not a scream was heard, or a tear shed. This is the 

first time some of the students have experienced holding 

a baby and I must say they were fantastic; their 

enthusiasm and confidence grew as the morning went 

on. It was lovely to see the connection they had with the 

children showing maturity and enjoyment of what they 

were doing.  

Of course this would not have been possible without the 

support of the parents/carers who came along. Students 

and staff would like to say a huge thank you to them for 

helping to make the event such a success and for sharing 

their ôreal experiencesõ with us.  

The students made and sold refreshments at the event 

raising a total of £28.40.  

This was in aid of the charity ôPower of Parentingõ which 

gives opportunities to looked after children to build their 

confidence and self -esteem through sporting and other 

activities. This is a fantastic cause that supports local 

young people. If you would like more information or are 

interested in what they do visit  

 

www.powerofparenting.co.uk  

 

Mrs T Brundish 

Child Development  

http://www.powerofparenting.co.uk


 


