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We are moving house and so half term was spent clearing out our loft.  Helpfully all the treasures (and 

Christmas decorations) I had lovingly stored for years had been brought down, from the loft, to a spare room.  I 

was told of this helpful gesture whilst ôhands-freeõ on my journey home on the Thursday before half term.  When 

it was suggested we could use half term to sort through òall that stuff and throw things outó. 

Thirty years on and such a casual remark makes me think my ôhelpfulõ mate doesnõt know me at all! Stuff??!  

Surely he knows that someday the size 8 Pepe jeans will once again fit me and that the jumper I knitted when I 

was at university reminds me of a skill I have long lost.  The letter my parentsõ received offering me a place at 

primary school was a really special find as I sifted and sorted as were the certificates I won for ôthrowing the 

welly bootõ at Butlins! 

I kept taking photos of the various bits and pieces and of polaroid photographs (some black and white) and 

sent them to my sister.  Surely she would understand the nostalgia?  Not one bit.  Her reply was òWhy?ó.  òYou 

know your children, as soon as you are gone they will throw these things out ð without mercyó. 

I texted my children to tell them at some point over the week they would have to come and sort out their 

boxes (lovingly kept stocked over the years).  I told their father I would be upset if they replied telling me just to 

get rid of their stuff.  I suspect they may have wanted to but I think their father got to them before that to tell 

them they needed to come round.  

Monday bank holiday and the sorting date arrived.  A ruthless eldest child, a pair of twins helping their mum 

and a youngest child who was fully embracing the ôholidayõ aspect of the day and therefore relatively 

helpless meant that by the time we were two hours in even I was ready to skip the lot!  

It is hard for young people today to imagine photographs being taken on a camera, the film being put into be 

developed and then collecting the photographs with great anticipation a week later.  Well I have sifted 

through several boxes of photo envelopes complete with negatives!  How I wish I had put them all into albums 

at the time.  

I am hoping that lots of our local people, like me, hoard some ôpreciousõ bits and pieces and photographs.  In 

2019, Sandhurst School will be celebrating 50 years and we would love to celebrate with a number of events 

and need your help.  

Firstly, we need photographs, old reports, exercise books, newsletters ð anything school related.  We donõt 

want them quite yet ð we will get back to you in a few weeks to give you more details but if your sorting takes 

as long as mine then I am giving you advance warning!   

 

 



 

 

Secondly, I would like to get a group of volunteers together to help us plan for the 50 th Anniversary Year.  We 

need ideas and we need helpers.  Please contact Donna Still on 01344 -775678 if you think you can help and we 

will invite you to a meeting to share some ideas.  

Please share this request with friends and family who may be able to help.  

The house move is four(ish) weeks away and whilst the jeans have gone (sigh), the jumper and one knitted by my 

mum and one by my nana are saved (I am going to, in my spare time, make them into cushions), Christmas 

decorations were non -negotiable.  All moving with us.  The last 20 plus years of birthday cards for the five of us 

have gone and although Iõve kept our wedding cards I may in the next four weeks, change my mind! 

 

 

Debbie Smith  

08.06.2018 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Hunt Takes Up Flying!  

 

The day that Ms Hunt has been anticipating (and somewhat dreading) for many months finally arrives on 

Saturday 9 th June. She will be making her way down to Salisbury to skydive from 15,000 feet. Those of you who 

know her well will be aware that extreme sports (or for that matter, any sports at all) are not exactly Ms Huntõs 

òthingó. It has therefore come as a surprise to many that she is doing this and many predict  that she might wimp 

out at the very last minute. However, Ms Hunt is a determined lady. She aims to raise the money to build a centre 

in Rwanda to provide free education for homeless street children like those pictured below, within the next year.  

I suppose the lesson to be learned from Ms Hunt's  surprise birthday gift is that you should never casually mention 

you would quite like to do a parachute jump in a milestone birthday year. You never know who is paying 

attention (Mrs Farrance!)  

I know other staff have jumped out of planes but Ms Hunt  has kind of been forced after our generous gift. I just 

want to publicly wish her all the best and let her know that this is not sitting easily with me. I have been feeling 

nervous and nauseous every time I think about it.  

Ms Huntõs tenacity and determination are second to none and her work for our charity is incredible. We 

generously allow all sorts of fundraising to take place in school, for a number of charities. I guess Bake Off might 

be the one staff  enjoy most. Very few, if any of us ,would have the drive or determination to sustain the level of 

support Ms Hunt has poured into Reaching Rwanda. It is very difficult to keep the fundraising and support vibrant 

and interesting. I suspect a parachute jump will keep the cause invigorated and will be a talking point at least!  

Please donate online   http://survivors -fund.org.uk/donate  or drop some money into school ( I have..........the least I 

could do) and help Ms Hunt achieve her dream  

Best wishes and be safe (please)  

I am looking forward to seeing the film!   

 

Debbie Smith  

http://survivors-fund.org.uk/donate


Richard Kochman  

 
We were very sad to hear that Richard Kochman who worked here from 1990, first as Head of Bailey House and 

then latterly focussing on English teaching until his retirement in 2013 has, after a very short illness, passed away.  

 

Richard was a fabulous teacher and colleague.  He was renowned for his humour and wit, organisation and love 

of cakes!  

 

He was much loved by all who worked with him and the years I spent as Head of Gemini were some of my 

happiest professionally because of the team including Richard, Joan Collett who was Head of Romer House and 

Terry Horner as Head of Young House, who was also the Pastoral Manager.  

 

Richard was very much a family man and will be missed by his wife Lorraine and their now grown up children 

Becky, Alex, Jonathan and his grandchildren.  

 

 



 



 

Child Trust Funds 

 
Child Trust Funds (CTF) were put in place for all children born between 1st September 2002 and 2nd January 2011.  

However, although six million were set up approximately 1 million are ôaddressee gone awayõ - that is lost to the 

young person to whom they belong.  

 

The government has launched a campaign to try to re -link as many young people as possible to their accounts.  

 

The poster shows details on how to do this and we have been asked to share this with parents and we have larger 

posters around school.  

 

The Find a Child Trust FundñShares4Schools page has more details and links to the government webpage.  



 

After a very busy 7 months of rehearsals, Jessie (R3) took on the part of Alice in South Hill Parkõs Alice in 

Wonderland. Jessie played Alice in 8 shows over 4 days during half term as part of BARTA, Berkshire Arts 

Academy. Jessieõs next foray into theatre will be part of the ensemble cast in Robin Hood, again at South 

Hill Park and she is currently also auditioning for a part in panto for the Christmas season. With very little free 

time to spare, Jessie is also part of the Sandhurst Vocal Group who are currently being booked regularly for 

events in Sandhurst and Bracknell along with other students from Sandhurst School. Go Jessie!  

 

Miss Maisey 

 


