
Friday 3rd February 2017  

Headteacher Update  

We have welcomed several visitors this week.  

 

On Monday staff from Ranelagh dropped into our 6 th form lessons.  They were helping us carry out a review of 

our 6 th form teaching and learning.  Last week we were in Ranelagh classrooms offering them the same 

support.  This is the second review weõve shared with Ranelagh and we plan more after half-term.  

 

Visiting other schools and working with colleagues who teach the same subjects and courses as we do, 

benefits us, helping improve our skills and knowledge and enables us to share our good practice.  This 

contributes to our overall strategy to continually strive to improve the learning opportunities for our students.  

 

On Tuesday we welcomed a highly experienced advisor and current Ofsted inspector who met with the Senior 

Leadership Team and tested our knowledge of our school, ability to lead and scrutinised our planning and 

actions.  We have received her draft report and I am delighted that she was so impressed by what she found.  

 

Similar to the work with Ranelagh, we will continue to choose to work with the advisor in order to continue to 

strive for excellence.  

 

As with any outsiders visiting, our students are key to how the visit works out.  It is a bit like having your own 

children determine whether those judgemental relatives deem you good parents or not!  Our students were 

stunning (not surprisingly) but I do want to burst with pride when visitors recognise and praise our students for 

their behaviour, attitude and courtesy.  

 

Over the two days the visitors spoke to a number of students as they observed in classrooms.  The students 

spoke positively and eloquently about the school, the work they were doing and their targets and how to 

achieve them.  

 

On Wednesday I was able to take Mr Sherwood, Headteacher of Uplands Primary School, on a tour round the 

school.  We popped into several lessons and he was treated very much like a celebrity as he was recognised 

by former Uplands students.  

 

 



As well as working with local secondary schools and some further afield, we also work very closely with our 

cluster of primary and junior schools.  We have a great deal to learn from each other with regard to the 

transition process as children move from Year 6 to 7.  We share expertise on literacy and marking and our 

computing and modern foreign language staff teach lessons in our local primary schools.  

 

Last night was our Year 7 evening for parents.  For the first time ever, every appointment slot was filled and we 

had to add extra appointments into the evening.  The evening was a great success and many students who 

seemed to arrive with trepidation, left relieved and happy with smiling and happy (and maybe a bit relieved) 

parents.  

 

Our Year 10 and 11 hosts kept tea and coffee flowing and were fabulous ambassadors for the school and our 

6th form students who had baked mountains of cakes in their bid to help raise cash to fund their visit to Rwanda 

in 2018 provided much needed cupcake energy and raised £280 towards their individual targets of £2000.  

Todayõs visitors are here to spend time with Year 8 on their Citizenship Day.  The topic is crime!  You will, I am 

sure, read about that in next weekõs newsletter.  

 

The following students have been nominated for the Headteacherõs Award this week: 

 

 

 

The winner of the Headteacherõs Award this week is Cameron Jones.  

 

Debbie Smith  

3.2.17  

 

Cameron Jones (B)  

Jake Campion (R)  

Carl Hargreaves (G)  

Amy Neve (G)  

Ewan Callender (B)  

  

Kayley Hill (R) 

Ben Tiller (B) 

Morgan Bracegirdle -Smith (B) 

Morgan Decanter -Morris (R) 

Beenu Weerawardena (R)  

  

Annabella Salt (B)  

Pedro Bernstein (R)  

Kelly Cockburn (G)  

Aiesha Fazal (R)  

Nammasahang Angdembe (R)  



 

We are very proud to see some of students from Sandhurst School, on the cover of the Sandhurst Pride newsletter 

this month, taking part in the Remembrance Sunday Service last November.  



Dragonsõ Den 1750-1900 

 

Year 8 history students this week have been pitching inventions of the Industrial Revolution in Sandhurst Schoolõs 

very own Dragonsõ Den. Students had to select an entrepreneur from the Industrial Revolution, including Richard 

Arkwright, the Duke of Bridgewater, George Stephenson, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, George Cadbury and 

Boulton and Watt. Seeking investment from a collection of demanding Dragons (Mrs Tran, Mr Malyon, and Mr 

Heslop) wasnõt easy, but by identifying a gap in the market, and then explaining their product and business plan, 

students were able to secure thousands of guineas of investment. Many groups also provided models and 

prototypes of their product, with 2 groups supplying edible samples of a newly invented hot beverage called 

ôchocolateõ, designed to combat the consumption of alcohol. Another group supplied detailed model railway to 

demonstrate the efficiency of steel rails and a coal powered steam locomotive. Whilst thousands of pounds were 

secured in investment, little in the business plans and pitches referred to the safety or cleanliness of the new 

inventions, and so year 8 will soon be studying the working and living conditions that their successful business 

plans created.  

 

Mr Wilton  

History Subject Leader  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alfie, Lewis, Thomas and Mr Malyon  

 

 

 

 


