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From the Headteacher ... 
 
Welcome back to the new school year.  We have now been back for four weeks and the pace of school life has already  

maintained a hectic and feverish pace. 

 

It is always a pleasure to welcome the new Year 7 students to the school.  They have settled in enthusiastically, coming to grips 

with their new timetables and with the new routines, and also with all the organisation required.  We all remember our first few 

weeks at secondary school, and we are keen to ensure that our Year 7 students have a memorable, and enjoyable, start here. 

 

We were very pleased with the GCSE (95% 5 A*-C) and A-level (92% A*-E) results this year, and especially delighted for the 

students themselves.  It is a long wait for their results after the end of the exams but the vast majority were not disappointed.  It is 

always a pleasure to observe the studentsô delight and celebrations when they open their results envelopes, and both students and 

staff deserve great credit for all their hard work. 

 
Some new staff joined us at the start of the school year and I am very pleased to introduce them to you: 

 

 

 

 

 

         Mr A Amin           Miss R Bell                   Miss K Davies             Miss N Dobbs               Mr A Dexter             Miss F Dolder  

  Deputy ICT Network               Science               Science Subject Leader      Teaching Assistant      History Subject Leader            French    

           Manager                  (maternity leave)       

  

May I take this opportunity to remind you that Wednesday 5th October is Open Evening and school will finish at 1.10 p.m. 

 
Also, Friday 21st October is an INSET day and students are not required to attend school. 

 

 

Andrew Fletcher 

    
  Rochelle, our Head Girl, gained four A   

  Grades in Theatre Studies, English  

  Literature, History and RE and is off to  

  study Education with English and   

  Drama at Homerton College at  

  Cambridge University.  

  Richard gained three A Grades in   

  Spanish, Maths and Physics.  He 

  is going to Southampton  

  University to study Maths. 

    
  Hal gained an A in Physics and 2 B grades in German  

  and Maths.  He is set to join Rolls Royce on an aero  

  engineering apprenticeship  -  one of only a few  

  students accepted onto this scheme. 

Great A Level results!! 

Congratulations! 



 

OPEN EVENING 
 Wednesday 5th October, 2011 

A message from the Heads of House ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back everyone. We hope you had an enjoyable 

summer holiday and made good use of the limited sunshine 

we had! A new school year is always busy and itôs hard to 

believe that we are already three weeks into the term.  

 

A new year is always an excellent opportunity to make a 

fresh start. We are really pleased to welcome the new Year 

7s and we hope that your time at Sandhurst school will be 

successful. There is already some healthy competition  

between the houses as the collection of merits begins...! 

Look out for your names in future newsletters. 

 

Students in Year 10 are beginning their option subjects and 

starting the GCSE courses that will shape their futures. We 

have been impressed with the positive start made by so 

many students this term.  It is very encouraging to see you 

taking your education seriously and setting a good example 

to our younger students.  

 

We would also like to mention a particular group of students 

who will play an important role this year in helping the 

school to run smoothly and guiding the younger students. 

The Prefect role is a very important one and we are looking 

forward to working with them this year.  
 
The Year 11 prefects are: 

Chris Marrs           Joe Ensor             

Oriana Dempsey               Sarah Parkinson                 

Sam Edgson          Maisie Khan        

Rachael Lamb      Rosie Powell      

Amy Duckenfield              Tara Sanders                       

Jocelyn Walton   Fran Gale-Burgess 

Megan Guthrie  Robyn Jenkins 

Molly Lumley  Hannah Osborne 

Rachael McGrath  Molly Hollis 

Holly Saywell  Louise Brundish 

Natalie Newman  Joe Turner 

Sarah Newstead  Priyanka Sankhla 

Sarah Pearson  Maria Jubb 

Jessica Calam   Victoria Luis 

Jessica Cote   Rabiyah Khan 

Chris Sargeant    Krish Keetoon 

Katy Harrison  Lee Warren 

Primary school science visitors 

 

St Michaels School have recently held a science week 

where all the students have been involved in fun themes 

such as ócool kitchensô, óforces and flightô and ósensational 

sightô.   

 

As part of that very exciting week the science  

department invited thirty three of their Year 6 students to 

participate in a session at Sandhurst School, contributing to 

their óradical reactionsô theme of the day. Eggs were fried, 

bunsen burners were lit and fizzing liquids were made, 

all  contributing  to the students understanding of chemical 

reactions.  

 

It was terrific to get to meet  

such an enthusiastic team of  

students showing such great  

science potential.   
 
 
Mrs A Bisson 

Miss Scott 

Bailey 

 

Mr Bishop 

Gemini 

Mrs Farrance 

Romer 

 

Miss Starr 

Young 

Eddie Collins   Raegan Cheek 

Nick Metcalfe  John Puddy 

Ellie Gray   Charlotte Langston 

Keri-Anne Baldwin  Katie Lambert 

 

They are proudly displaying their badges so you are able to 

identify them around the school. We know you will support 

them in their duties and give them the respect they deserve. 

 

As Heads of House we eagerly await the House tournaments 

this year..! As you know, we are very competitive and  

always enjoy celebrating the achievements of our students. 

It is always lovely to focus on the positive things people 

have accomplished. To make that possible, all students must 

remember to take care of the basics every day at school. 

You all know how vital good attendance is to your success 

and it is your responsibility to make sure you are smart and 

prepared for every school day. If you stay on top of these 

things, we can focus our energy on making your time at 

school successful and enjoyable. 

 

We look forward to a great year; who will be triumphant in 

the end of term assemblies? Weôll have to wait and see...! 

Until next time... 

Go Bailey, Go Gemini, Go Romer, Go Young!!  
 
Miss M Scott, Mr P Bishop, Mrs N Farrance and  

         Miss H Starr 



Introducing the Sandhurst School Governing Body ... 

 
 
The Governing Body has a membership of twenty and is made up of the following:  

 

Seven Parent Governors       

Mr Michael Allan        Mrs Julia Atkinson       Mr Orrie Dempsey       Mr Brian Elsdon  

Mr Michael Gbadebo      Mr Mel Lewis          Mr Richard Powell      

 

 

Six Community Governors   

Mr Ravi Bhamra       Mr Bel Budhathoki       Mr Andrew Fisher       Mr John Hoyle 

Mr Martin Jackson        Mr Bal Rai 

 

 

Four Local Authority Governors         

Mrs Jan Edwards       Mr Ed Essery        Mrs Pauline McKenzie      Mr Derek Williams 

 

 

Three Staff Governors  

Mr Paul Sinnamon       Mr Greg Wilton        (Headteacher) 

 

     

      The role of the governing body is a strategic one. Its key functions are to:  

 

 

 

      o Set the aims and objectives of the school 

     o Set the policies for achieving those aims and objectives 

      o Set the targets for achieving those aims and objectives 

      o Monitor and evaluate the progress the school is making towards achievement of its aims   

   and objectives 

     o Be a source of challenge and support to the headteacher and senior leadership team 

     o Be able to account for its actions 

 

The Full Governing Body meets twice in the autumn term, once in September to elect officers and the second time in 

December.  Once in the spring term, in March and twice in the summer term, once in May to approve the budget and 

the second time in July.   

 

We have six committees; Finance, Curriculum, Personnel and Professional Development, Student Support, ICT and 

Sites and Buildings. We also have a Departmental Forum where departments make presentations to the governors.  

These committees each meet once a term and governors are encouraged to join at least two preferably three of 

them. 

 

As of the first meeting this term on Thursday 8th September the officers elected were as follows. 

 

Chair of Governors      Jan Edwards 

Vice Chair     Richard Powell 

Deputy Vice Chair     Orrie Dempsey 

Link Governor     Orrie Dempsey 

SEN and Gifted + Talented   Jan Edwards + Julia Atkinson 

Child Protection     Jan Edwards 

 

Miss C Read  

Clerk to the Governors  

Please note that winter uniform should be worn as from Monday 3rd October 



Itôs smiles all round on both  
A Level and GCSE results days!! 

Christmas is 
not that far 

away.   
Why not  

give Eppie a 
call. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Accelerated Reader 

All Year 7s have been enrolled on the Accelerated Reader 

program, designed to encourage and reward good reading 

practice.  Having read an appropriately challenging but  

accessible book, students have the opportunity to take an 

Accelerated Reader quiz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Suzy-Erin (7Y2)  and Samuel (7Y1), both 

of whom have already earned their first certificates and prizes 

on this program.   

 
(óA Parentôs Guide to Accelerated Readerô can be viewed at: 

http://ar.renlearn.co.uk/info.) 

  

Competitions and Quizzes 

For those who enjoy taking part in competitions, make sure 

you regularly check out the Library page on the SDC.   

Current events include: a creative writing competition; a 

book review and a book report competition; and a spelling 

competition. 

 
Donôt forget: 

 

o   to check out the Library Swap Boxes: bring in a book 

you have finished, pop it into one of the boxes and 

take away a replacement 

 

o   to practise the words for the next spelling  

      competition see the Library page of the SDC.  There 

will be a prize for the winner                                              

 Mrs T Marshall  

A great performance 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many congratulations to Beth (10R2) 

who took part recently in the 

Sainsburyôs UK School Games 2011 

representing Scotland. 

 

Beth did extremely well scoring an  

overall Personal Best of 46.650 and  

qualified for the Floor and Vault  

finals. 

 

She finished a very respectable fourth on vault (the top 

three are current British Squad members) and an amazing 

sixth on floor (again against top GB Squad members). 

 

Well done, Beth! 

Hello to our new Year 7 

 
Since arriving at our school several weeks ago, our new 

Year 7 students have been making themselves at home and 

finding their way around school.   

 

They have been getting to know their teachers and making 

new friends as can be seen here ...  

 

 

Well done, Year 7  -  we hope you will be very happy here! 

http://ar.renlearn.co.uk/info


English Progress Tracker Sheets (KS3)  
 

What are they?  

These are personalised information sheets which all students in years 7, 8 and 9 have been issued with. They contain details of 

targets and levels. 
 
Where are they?  

Each student has been given a plastic A5 wallet to be fixed in the front of their exercise book. The Progress Tracker Sheet (A4 

folder) is stored there. 
 
What do they look like?  

Each year group has a different colour; lilac for Year 7, yellow for Year 8 and green for Year 9. A sample reduced size one is  

reproduced below: 

 

Name:                  Teacher:                Tutor Group:               Half Term:              Current NC Level:               End of Year Target:  

 

Student Targets:  
 
T1. 
 
T2. 
 
T3. 
                                                                                                                       

 
 
To complete please use the following code: 

 

A = Target fully met.   B = Target partially met but still errors.   C = Target not met at all.      NA ï Not applicable to this  

assignment.  

DATE Homework / Milestone 
Assignment 

Time 
Taken to 
complete 
HW in 
minutes 

T1 T2 T3 

Parent/Guardian 
signature 

T1 T2 T3 NCL/ 
Mark 

Effort 

  
  

    
  

                  

  
  

    
  

                  

  
  

    
  

                  

  
  

    
  

                  

  
  

    
  

                  

  
  

    
  

                  

  
  

    
  

                  

How do they work?  

Students have been given 3 targets, based on an early piece of work. As they complete further pieces, they record 

them on this sheet (as well as homework planner). When tasks are being written, students are aiming to complete 

their targets and indicate how far they think they have done so. We ask that parents sign the sheet. Teachers then 

complete their grades before returning work to students. 
 
Whatôs the point? 

Over a short period of time, students, parents and teachers can see óat a glanceô whether progress is being made 

and whether targets are being met. There is also a permanent record of the activities being undertaken. 
 
What about full sheets?  

These are stored in the student folders which are kept in school. Each half-term, students will be issued with a news 

sheet, with updated targets to work on. 
 
We will review how the system is working later in the year. 

          R Kochman, English Assistant Subject Leader  

English info ... 



PE extra - curricular timetable  

Interested in science?  Then come along to sci-

ence club! 

 

Science Club for Years 7 and 8  

started on Thursday 29th  

September.  In this club, we  

will look to explore and develop  

our scientific skills in new and  

fun ways that may not normally be seen in normal science 

lessons!  It is a must for all students who are interested in 

weird science and developing new practical skills!   

 

Later in the year, we will also be looking to enter students for 

a BA CREST award run by the British Association for the 

Advancement of Science! 

 

Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 will not be forgotten either as 

we have several good competitions coming up that we will be 

offering students the chance to participate in so look out for 

the notices in tutor time! 
 
J Hibberd 

Summer school 2011 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are just some of the moments from our 
Summer School this year.  A full report will be 
included in the next newsletter. 


